
D F G - W O R K S H O P
From 9.5.2024, 6 p.m. to 10.5.2024, 12 p.m., Venue: Burkardushaus Würzburg

Organizer: 
Scientific Network „Hidden Patterns – Vulnerability, Vulnerability and Resilience in 

Abuse and Cover-up against Women in the Catholic Church“

The workshop is internal only for members of the network.

Chair: 
Prof. Dr. Hildegund Keul and Prof. Dr. Ute Leimgruber

With contributions from:
Philippa Haase (University Regensburg, Germany), Magdalena Hürten (Uni-

versity Regensburg, Germany), Prof. Dr. Hildegund Keul (University Würzburg, 

Germany), Prof. Dr. Ute Leimgruber (University Regensburg, Germany), Honorary 

Lecturer Dr. Tracy McEwan (University of Newcastle, Australia), Senior Lecturer 

Dr. Kathleen McPhillips (University of Newcastle, Australia), Dr. Rita Perintfalvi 

(University Graz, Austria)

Hidden patterns of abuse and cover-up in 
different regions – Eastern Europe, Western 
Europe and Australia
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Call for Papers: "The Gendered Power System in the Catholic Church and its Impact on 
Women in Religious Communities" 
 
“The Gendered Power System in the Catholic Church and its Impact on Women in Religious 
Communities" is the topic of the next workshop of our international research network. It will 
take place from June 8th to 10th, 2023 at the University of Regensburg. We cordially invite 
you to participate and look forward to your contributions. Dr. Kathleen McPhillips from the 
University of Newcastle/Australia will be our guest at this workshop. Together with her, we 
want to analyze the impact of power, violence and resistance on women in religious 
communities. They are not only part of the clericalist abuse system as victims – e.g. 
#nunstoo – but also as perpetrators. And how can the victims’ agency be promoted so that 
their resilience increases? 

It is important to analyze the abuse of women in all its complexity from the victims' point of 
view. Only recently, with the studies on “L'Arche” and the Rupnik case, as well as with the 
analysis by Céline Hoyeau, it became clear how relevant gender-specific questions of 
vulnerability and vulnerance are, especially in closed religious communities. In the context of 
violence against women in the church, there is a close connection between gender and 
clericalist power structure; Kathleen McPhillips has developed the concept of “sexual 
economies on clericalism”.  

In this workshop, we will look at this field of gender-specific research and cordially invite you 
to actively participate. We kindly ask you to send us a short text with your proposed 
contribution by 30 April, 2023. The text should outline the content of the planned contribution 
and how it fits into the topic of the workshop. Contributions can be lectures or other forms. 
Presentations should not exceed 30 minutes to allow enough time for discussion. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

Dr. Barbara Haslbeck, Universität Regensburg 

Magdalena Hürten, Universität Regensburg 

Prof.in Dr. Hildegund Keul, Julius-Maximilians-Universität Würzburg 

Prof.in Dr. Ute Leimgruber, Universität Regensburg  

and 

Senior Lecturer Dr. Kathleen McPhillips, University of Newcastle / Australia  
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